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Proclamation 4798 of October 3,1980 

National Port Week, 1980 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

Our Nation's seaports and river ports, operated by local and State authori
ties, are indispensable to our national prosperity and international com
merce. 

Historically, waterborne commerce has been a key element in the develop
ment and growth of most of the Nation's major population and commercial 
centers. Today public and privately owned marine terminals, valued at 
about $54 billion, are expected to handle almost two billion short tons of 
foreign and domestic oceanborne cargo in 1980. 

In addition to the economic benefits provided by our ports, they play a 
leading role in logistical support of our military forces. Our port system has 
been and will continue to be vital in maintaining our national security. 

The Congress has by House Joint Resolution 551 requested the President to Ante, p. 1361. 
designate the seven calendar days beginning October 5, 1980, as National 
Port Week. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, JIMMY CARTER, President of the United States of 
America, in order to remind Americans of the importance of the port indus
try of the United States to our national life, do hereby designate the seven 
calendar days beginning October 5, 1980, as National Port Week. I invite 
the Governors of the several States, the chief officials of local governments, 
and the people of the United States to observe such week with appropriate 
ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, J have hereunto set my hand this third day of Oc
tober, in the year of our Lc^d nineteen hundred and eighty, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and fifth. 

JIMMY CARTER 

Proclamation 4799 of October 10,1980 

National Lupus Week, 1980 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

Systemic lupus erythematosus (also known as lupus, or SLE) is a serious 
connective tissue disorder, affecting an estimated 500,000 Americans. 
Almost 90 percent of its victims are young women. 

In the systemic form, lupus can affect almost any part of the body, often 
producing abormalities in the kidney, heart, skin, joints, and other internal 
organs. 
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The outlook for victims of lupus has vastly improved in recent years. In 
1955, the survival rate for lupus victims was only 50 percent four years after 
diagnosis. Now, more than 80 percent of lupus patients are alive 10 years 
after their disease has been identified. This increased survival is due to a 
greater awareness of the disease, better diagnostic methods, and develop
ment of more effective drug therapies. Nevertheless, an estimated 50,000 
new cases are diagnosed each year, and much additional research is 
needed to pinpoint the underlying cause of this disease and to discover 
methods for preventing or halting its progression. 

In the last few years, progress has been made toward better understanding 
of lupus. Public and privately-supported medical research and education 
mean that each year thousands of patients can look forward to improved 
treatment, and the opportunity to live happier and more productive lives. 
However, new research findings and new approaches for improved treat
ment and diagnosis are needed if we are ever to eliminate lupus as a cause 
of human suffering and to improve the quality of life in our society for its 
victims. 

The Congress has, by Senate Joint Resolution 201, authorized and requested 
the President to designate the week of October 19 through October 25, 1980, 
as National Lupus Week. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, JIMMY CARTER, President of the United States of 
America, do hereby proclaim the week of October 19 through October 25, 
1980, as National Lupus Week. I invite the Governors of the States, the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and officials of other areas subject to the 
jurisdiction of the United States to issue similar proclamations. 

I urge the people of the United States and educational, philanthropic, scien
tific, medical, and health care organizations and professions to provide the 
necessary assistance and resources to discover the cause and cure of sys
temic lupus erythematosus and the other rheumatic diseases and to allevi
ate the suffering of all persons struck by these disorders. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this tenth day of 
October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and fifth. 

JIMMY CARTER 

Proclamation 4800 of October 13,1980 

Italian-American Heritage Week, 1980 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

Columbus Day is a symbol of the debt our Nation owes to Italian-Ameri
cans. 

During the past four hundred years, millions of Italians have become Ital
ian-Americans. Many of them arrived in this country without money or 
property or friends. They had only the hope of opportunity and the strength 
of their character. They took advantage of opportunities which America of-
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